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Greetings from your President
by Joyce Ernst

After the limitations of the pandemic and the vacation months

of summer, now is the time to get back to the business of FCE!  

Let us focus our “pent up” energy to propel our clubs to new

heights of achievement in the months ahead. Now is the time

to focus on gauging the health and vibrancy of your club. We

need to strengthen our clubs through membership growth. 

 Please invite me to attend your local club meetings or to a

county event. Let’s grow FCE together.

The Eastern Region Board is adding a new position to the

board.  The Membership/Communication chairperson needs

experience in marketing. They must be a member in good

standing. Their main responsibility will be to provide clubs with

tools to recruit new FCE members.  We are also looking for an

Eastern Region Bus chairman for State Conference. You would

be mentored by Kay Baker for the 2022 State Conference.

Other vacancies on the Region Board include President-Elect,

and Action Chair.  Please step up and join the Eastern Board.

Contact Pat King or myself for more information.

I look forward to seeing you at the Eastern Region

Breakfast in Franklin, Wednesday, November 17th at 7:00

a.m. Each county needs to bring an item or basket 

to raise money for the 2022 Eastern Region Bus.
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TAFCE Mission Statement:
To strengthen the home and

community by improving the quality
of life of individuals and families
through continuing education,
leadership development, and

community service.
 

All dates, forms, contacts and information can
be found on the TAFCE Website.

TAFCE Board would like to encourage all

of our Tennessee FCE members to join

NAFCE (National Association for Family

and Community Education).  NAFCE is our

parent organization , that writes The Heart

Fire Series , FCL educational materials , and

FCE Today . NAFCE needs the support of

ALL FCE members .

The 2022 NAFCE membership form can

be found on the state website .  This form

with the original signature (not a form

with a copied signature), along with

appropriate dues , should be sent from the

county treasurer to the region treasurer ,

Marti Agler .



Notes from the Bean Counter
by Marti Agler, TAFCE Eastern Region Treasurer
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We are so sorry we were unable to make

the Fall Conference an in-person reality . 

 The cost was just not workable for us .  A

reminder that we are actively seeking an

alternative to the Rothchilds Event

Center so we can get our meetings back

on track .  Please forward any suggestions

of centrally located places with the space

required directly to Joyce Ernst , she will

be grateful for the help .

For those who had award winning entries

in Cultural Arts and Fashion Review ,

congratulations !  If you have not yet

received your prizes , you will shortly .  As a

non-creative person , I am in awe at the

level of creativity displayed by our FCE

members !  Well done to all entries !

By now I should have received all dues for

2022 so I can forward the appropriate

share to TAFCE .  I HOPE your county is

not “one of those” who have not remitted !  

Surely not !  A reminder that any check

you send me should be made payable to

“TAFCE Eastern Region” and , as we all

know , don ’t send cash through the mail !

It is the time of year when we prepare our

Financial Budget for the upcoming year .  If

you have thoughts you would like to see

incorporated in that plan , please forward to

me for inclusion in our discussions and

adoption of the money plan for 2022 .

As always , if I can be of service to you and

your FCE club , do not hesitate to contact

me , 865-428-1472 or martiava@att .net .  I

would like to issue an invitation to any

member to attend a meeting of my club ,

Midway in Sevier County , meeting the

fourth Tuesday of the month at 10 :00AM in

the Bridgemont Room at the King Family

Library in Sevierville .  Great members and

lots of fun !

Enjoy the beautiful Tennessee Fall beauty ,

Marti Agler , Your Treasurer

Since I didn ’t get to see your smiling faces

at a Fall Conference , I hope many of you

plan to travel to Franklin for the TAFCE

Convention November 14-17 .  Sure seems a

jam packed time of classes , outings , meals

(always welcome), and interaction with

members from all parts of Tennessee .  This

will be my first convention so I am happily

contemplating meeting you all there !



The August FCL Training was again held by

zoom. There were five who participated: Ella

Parker of McMinn County, Leslie Sharp of Union

County, Darla Baird, Joyce Soltesz, and Karen

Brackhoff, all of Campbell County. We will have

two graduates at the state conference this year,

Ella and Leslie! Congratulations on your

accomplishments!!

Thank you for all your CVU hours! 2019 had 10

counties turn in 32,500 hours with 55 members

reporting, and reaching 155,067 people. 

 2020 had 9 counties reporting, with 30,500

hours with 57 members reporting and reaching

77,844 people! Thank you again to all who

worked so hard!

Best of the Best

There were three candidates presented this

year: JoAnn Baker [Hamblen County], Marti

Agler (Sevier County), and Marilyn Berends

(McMinn County). Our winner is Marilyn

Berends of McMinn County. Marilyn lives in

Decatur and is a member of the Claxton

Homemakers FCE Club. Congratulations to

Marilyn!!!

Updates from Vice President
of Public Policy
by Sharon Clapp
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News from the Counties

Carter County cont.

We were looking forward to spring camp in

Greeneville this year, but when that did not

happen, we gathered at the extension office

to view the Camp-A-Long.  Everyone

enjoyed it and have tried some of the

recipes demonstrated.

Recently members took our former

extension agent of twenty years, Linda

Bower, to lunch.  It was great to see her and

reminisce about her time in our county.

Our longtime member and treasurer, Alice

Sturgill moved to Mayberry (Mt Airy, N.C.) to

be near her daughter who is an extension

agent there.  

Hamblen County

Hamblen County has one group.  We are

small but mighty.  We held our culture

arts/dress reviews in July with 10 members

attending.  Nine members participated

entering in nine different categories, which

resulted in nine blue ribbons.  Can't beat

that!  This year we have participated in our

annual dairy contest, flower show, parties

with Life Care Nursing facility, and Culture

Arts/dress revue.  We have been able to hold

a meeting each month.  We must brag

about our member who wore out her sewing

machine making 4000 masks in the past

year. Our county rewarded her with a new

machine.  

Carter County

This past year our members have kept in

touch by telephone since we could not

have meetings.  Our only project was

making mask.  We picked up kits and

returned the completed mask to the

front porch of the extension office for

distribution.  
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It has been a slow season for our clubs

this quarter . We were just getting back

to meetings when we had to stop

again because of the local rise in

Covid . Several members submitted

entries to Regional on Sept .20th and

everyone who received a red or blue

ribbon was delighted . Decatur has

been working on their scrapbooks and

Ten Mile is busy as always . We have

added a couple of new members and

hope to grow our club this year so we

can become more active in our

community . Looking forward to the

end of this pandemic !

Meigs County

If your county is not here,
your County Council President should
insure that information for the next
newsletter is to Pat King by Dec. 15th
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Items will be collected on November 29 , 2021 at FCE Leadership Day

Items Needed :

• Fabric Softeners 

• Sturdy Paper Bowls , Plates , and Coffee Cups (No Styrofoam please)

• Candle Base Bulbs- 25w for chandeliers

• Brooms

• Mop Buckets

• Hand Sanitizers

• Sanitizing Packets like alcohol wipes

• Clear food serving gloves

• Latex or plastic disposable gloves

• Tupperware “like” bowls 3-5 cup size

• Postage stamps

• Calling cards

• Baking soda 

• Giftcards- any amount Food City , Kroger ’s , Walmart , etc . 

• Large Door Stops- The kind that slide under the door 

• Copy paper

• 9-volt batteries

• Small flashlights

• Battery operated lanterns

• Playground toys

• Lysol or other disinfectant spray

• Febreze 

• Queen sheets (new or good used condition)

• Coffee pods (regular , please no decaf)
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DON ’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR ITEMS FOR OUR SERVICE PROJECT TO OUR

 LEADERSHIP DAY ON NOVEMBER 29TH FOR THE 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES

 

EASTERN REGION FCE SERVICE PROJECT 2021

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES



In response to the recent flooding and last year ’s tornadoes , Wanda Briddelle-TAFCE

President , would like to challenge each FCE county program to participate in a

meaningful project to wrap support around our own FCE members that have

experienced loss and tragedy . The Q .U .I .L .T . FCE theme empowers members to strive for

the best as its meaning is “Qualified Unique Individuals Learning and Teaching FCE .” The

goal is to make a sampler quilt for individual FCE members that have been affected by

these natural disasters .  In total , there are 5 FCE members statewide that have been

affected by these natural disasters .  

 

We have calculated that we will need 5 unfinished quilt blocks from each county that

wants to participate in the Q .U .I .L .T . FCE Project .  The details as well as deadline are

listed below :

 

• Size :  12 ½ inches by 12 ½ inches unfinished (½ inch will be used as the seam allowance ,         

so please make sure that the design fits into the 12inx12in area)

• Type of Fabric :  100% cotton , prewashed

• Design :  All 5 blocks can be the same or different .  Please use your creativity !  We will be

blending with shades of Blue . Please do not add any unwastable items such as paint , etc .

 

Deadline: Bring to TAFCE Conference in November or mail to the address below no
later than November 19, 2021. 
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Fashion Review 2021 Winners

Congratulations to the following Eastern Region winners of our 2021 Dress

Review . You are now eligible to go to the state completion at the TAFCE State

Conference on November 14-17 , 2021 .

Sue Cox                  Cumberland Co .          First Place        Category 2

Vivian Young          Anderson Co .               First Place        Category 3 

Jackie Cantrell       Jefferson Co .                First Place        Category 4

Sue Cox                  Cumberland Co .          First Place        Category 7

Judy Marshall         Hamblen Co .               Second Place   Category 7

Jane Stapleton       Jefferson Co .               First Place        Category 8

Judy Cohen            Anderson Co .               First Place        Category10

Mildred Hicks         Cumberland Co .          Second Place   Category 10

 

Sally Hester            Blount Co .                   First Place        Category 11

Joyce Ernst             Cumberland Co .         Second Place   Category 11

Jean Cross

Region Chair

Dress Review



Creative Writing Winners 2021

By Carolyn Thompson

 

Categories

   

Poetry

First Place              Jean Cross –Bradley County   THE SEASHORE

Second Place         Dianna Forrest- McMinn County  TEA TIME

Featured News Article

First Place              Joyce Ernst-Cumberland County

Essay

First Place               Nancy Busbee- Cumberland County The Perfect Run

Second Place          Perry Riden- McMinn County  What Are You Going to Call Him?

Children ’s Story 

First Place               Linda Kurzenberger-Bledsoe County The Piano Girls

Short Story

First Place               Perry Riden- McMinn County  “Best of the Best” 

Second Place          Joyce Soltesz-Campbell County  The Confession

L
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November 1         Eastern Region Grant Applications DUE TO REGION PRESIDENT
November14-17   TAFCE State Conference
November 29-Concurrent    Meeting for Fall Conference/Leadership Day
December 15       Deadline for news articles
January 15            County Reports

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE:  TAFCE AND EASTERN REGION FCE

ATTENTION COUNTY COUNCIL PRESIDENTS!

 We want to have as much news as we can share in our next edition.  Please send me your news or
updates about what is going on in your county clubs.  I would be thrilled to hear something from each

county in our region.
 

If you have lost members through death please share that too.  We will post it in our remembrance
section.  There may be friends who would like to know about their passing.

 
The deadline for the Winter Issue is December 15th.

 
Contact me at patking423@gmail.com

 
Thank you for your help at making The Messenger a success.

 
Pat King

Meigs County
Eastern Region

Dates to Remember


